Quall boom or bust for 2005 06 season’?

swe:ves

By DANA WRIGHT

#

* Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept.
Quail are famous for their “boom
‘and bust” cycles. In other words, in-
- good years there are fots of quail, in

- poor years there aren’t apy.

Qual

_ have high reproductive potential that
- lets lhcm recover from the warst
_ years. quickly. Good quail’ years are
* dependent on several factors: good.
- carryover of bme.dmg pairs from the
“winter, timely rainfall. mild tempera-

Cures, lots of fond and

rangdhabnal conditions. Fortunately

good

- for us, the Rolling Plains, for the
© most part, has been experiencing
. these conditions for the last 2 years,

~ which means ots of quail;

&

w;ll’”be a quail seasan to remember:
The Tem Parks & Wildlife

Deparlmem conducts annval road-

 side quail surveys to monitor popula-
. tion trends. These surveys are com-
e i i s # e e

e o

pleted dunng !hc hrst twcf wceks of mmcn This yearw we ’bbsamcl 308
‘August using 20-mile routes. The birds per route compared 10 15.7

'same routes are driven every year, birds per route last year. That's a
and some routes in the Panhandie S50% increase over last year. As a

:have been: sm-veycd for 30 years. The. matter of fact, we haye not observadr :

survey route is driven during the thls nmny birdson our surveﬁ routes
hour afler sunrise or fhe hour. befare Sm(:c 1987! e
sunset and quail coumed along the - Thisis the year to get the bird dogs

route are recorded as singles, pﬁ’irs oul {)f[]u: Kennel, buy plenty of shot-

‘and coveys. The number of birds ina_ gun shells and spend as much time

covey and Slﬁe of the b'fd-\ m "*‘h‘: “outin the field as possible, since this.

covey (adult vs. juvenile) are also ¢ould be a year 1o remember as far as -
recorded. Jackrabblts and cuxwmaxls“ quail hunting is concerned.

:a:e also cuumed,,, \sha!c drwme lhe

surveyroute.. - . .
When cnndumns **are gmﬁ far
guail Mu:l:<>n other spr:uee. nlsm

Tdbavells 0
- Based on Texas Parks & Wildlife
- Depariment (TPWD) Quail Surveys i

© and Jandowner observations, this

“top of the Panhandle south to

Quail numbers look gmd f&r the
Texas thandle. whtch includes 56
counties, basically an area from tl'u:

Andrcw,s County and east to lunes
and Hardeman County. Based on our
surveys over the last 30 years we
have averaged 18.2 bH’db par surw.y

xxxxxxxxxxx
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UVAH)E — Wrnwmlbd ‘bucks oﬂm seem 10 uhﬁnk in the mterval
between squeezing the trigger and appraaching the downied quarry.
B’,Dcks -aften fall victin (0 the malady known as. gmundshnnkagq,'" said
[or: Jim Cﬁuy Texas Cooperative Extension wildlife specialist at Uvalde.
"Pahnpe: ahie buck's antlers shrunk “because of the sun's glare, faulty
quipment, or just maybe there was a heavy dose of adrenaline flowing]
through the hunter’s body. An active imagination coupled with poor antler]
udging skifls is usually at the oot of the problem.” said Cathey:
- He said the good news is that steps can be taken to hone skills nmsnry
for scoring deer i hand or on the hoof. e
‘Several systems are available, but Cathey said the Boonc ami Croc:kctt
Club has fong been: recognized as the big game records keeping authority
for Nutthwf\uimca For a wtorial on the process. see the club's online. SCOr-
ing page and ‘guidelines at www.boone-crockett.org . 2
Once you understand the system. take time 10 note a few pointers that
can prevent ground shnnkage " said Cathey. "It 1s best to be vigilant and
[mentally score the deer as it appw.mhca ‘you unaware of your presence, ot
in theexénemem whcngihewqucstmn becomes shoot or don't shoot.
"Bcgm by asse.«sm;__ the main bﬂam length. Next judge the tine lengths,
and then circumference meastires, Inwlhe interest of time. do this tor only
one side of the rack and multiply by two. Don't forget to add the spread (one
time) to your tally. Practice this skill and fest yourself against known scores
before poing to the field. This method would give a pcrfecd}' aymmemcal
scure but shght dedmtmns can be wmd abugl lgtcr 5 o<
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